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Staff & Director Quotes
Theme – Placement in Higher Education
Examples Quoted from Site Staff & Directors
1. Which follow-up services / activities contribute most to student placement in higher education?
2. What needs has your program chosen to focus upon?
When asked, “Which follow-up services / activities contribute most to student placement in higher education?”

Staff Quotes:

· “The students receive monthly contact from the Career Center after exit from the ILC program. This contact includes phone calls, in-person monitors, workshop and Career Center event invitations, and a standing invitation to come to our bi-monthly Success Lunch events, where successful participants are invited to speak. If a student expresses any need during the contact, the Career Center tries to assist them. For example, if a youth needs help maintaining employment or securing employment, the Career Coach can have the student come in to meet with them to review applications, resumes, and cover letters. Another example is if a student is having a difficult time with a co-worker or supervisor, then a Career Coach can give him/her some guidance on how to effectively deal with the situation. Another situation that comes up often is if a youth is having a difficult time getting to work, we can provide a bus pass for them, even if they are no longer in the program. We strongly encourage the students to communicate with us their needs after they have exited the program. The goal of the Career Center is to have the students be successful even after they have left the program.” (Coconino Career Center Independent Learning Center)

· “The Bridge Program, offered by ASU and I-Learn partnership, allows the graduated I-Learn students to attend ASU during the summer of the year that they graduate. The students can earn 7 credits while the program itself focuses on acclimating the students to university life. This is free to the I-Learn graduates. Also, mentors are helpful because they provide information to students who do not know how to navigate through the educational process at the local community college level.” (I-Learn, YMCA of America)

· “Home visits, student in contact with counselors office and setting goals for themselves.” (Choice Program, Shonto Preparatory School)

· “Personal networking and connections to local colleges. Golden Bridges through ASU.” (I-learn, YMCA of America)

· “The summer PAY Program focuses on junior high students, most of which are currently in Mesa high schools. While the students have been encouraged to pursue some type of post-secondary education both through the PAY Program and the Mesa Public Schools counseling program, we are not able to follow up with those students at this time.” (MPS AIMS I.D.P. PAY Program, Mesa Unified District #4) 

· “Positive role-models, exposure to options after high school, and opportunities that may have been learned before.” (Jobs for Arizona’s Graduates) 

· “The placement of students in higher education is primarily developed while students are still enrolled in high school. Evaluating their individual graduation plans and discussing their career path is an activity that helps in reinforcing that higher education is important and necessary.” (Jobs for Arizona’s Graduates) 

· “Before students graduate I encourage them to apply to the local community college or other colleges. I post up the schedule for assessments for entrance to college; in addition, I take them to the computer lab to fill out several scholarship applications.” (Sunnyside High School Senior Program, Jobs for Arizona’s Graduates) 

· “All of our students take community college classes, beginning with Career and Personal Development as a freshman and the branching into individual career paths from the sophomore year on. On average our students graduate with 47 community college credits. Some seniors graduate with their Associate of Arts degree a week prior to their high school graduation.” (AAEC South Mountain AIMS Intervention and Dropout Prevention) 

· “Getting students on college campuses and enrolled before they leave high school has been the most successful. If they get on campus and meeting with the enrollment counselors, they are more likely to actual attend college when they finish high school.” (Compadre Satellite Alternative School)

Director Quotes:

·  “Staff phone calls contribute to student placement in post-secondary programs. These calls are made every few months.” (The Buckeye Academy)

·  “The students receive monthly contact from the Career Center after exit from the ILC program. This contact includes phone calls, in-person monitors, workshop and Career Center event invitations, and a standing invitation to come to our bi-monthly Success Lunch events, where successful participants are invited to speak.” (Coconino Career Center Independent Learning Center)

·  “YEP students are followed for a year following graduation and are always welcome to return for services as needed. We assist them in completing college financial aid applications, and take field trips and tours of the local community colleges. YEP strives to break down the fear of not being the kid who goes to college, or of lack of family support because of their own fears about education and success. Once the students recognize that many college students are just like them, it becomes easier to make the step.” (Youth Excel Project, Arizona Call-A-Teen Youth Resources)

· “’Bridge’ type programs on college campuses.” (NAU Arizona GEAR UP)


When asked, “What needs has your program chosen to focus upon?”

Director Quotes:
· “Although research shows early career awareness is a positive indicator of college enrollment, the majority of schools offer little or no career counseling or job shadowing experiences to students, and few provide opportunities for students to visit colleges. Financial aid awareness and literacy is critical for students and their parents, yet the complexity of the process alone requires ongoing counseling and assistance to make applying for financial aid a reality for students and their parents. Scholarships are important to promoting college in low-income populations; students need assurance of the resources to begin and complete their college degrees.” (NAU Arizona GEAR UP)
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