ACADEMIC

Create High
Expectations and
Increase Rigor

Victor Diaz

High stakes tests hold students to high expectations an:

require high schools to provide students with a rigorous
cutriculum.

- A Nation at Risk

- Bracey (2000)

- Nichols, Glass and Berliner (2006)
- Bishop and Mane (2001)

- Komhaber and Orfield (2001)

- _ Harris and Harrington (2006)

Should all students be held to the same standard?
Do “high expectations” and “rigor” mean the same
thing for every student? _

How might this be possible in a state as diverse as
Arizona?

Focus Currtculum

High stakes tests dictate what should be learned and
taught in school. _

- A Nation At Risk

- Madaus and Clarke (2001)

- Harris and Harrington (2006)
- Linn (2000)

- Amrein and Berliner (2005)

What 1s the difference between focusing and
narrowing a curriculum?

Increase
Motivation

Rewards and consequences motivate students through
goal setting and competition.

- Nichols, Glass and Berliner (2006)
- Madaus and Clarke (2001)

- Kornhaber and Orfield (2001)

- Harris and Harrington (2006)

When it is externally mandated, is motivation
functionally and operationally the sarme as pressure?
Is there any motivation other than pressure?

Are all students motivated in the same way?

Close the
Achievement Gap

Tests give data on achievement gaps and force schools
and policy makers to focus on closing gaps. Schools are
able to identify the lowest and most needy students, and
are forced to bring them up to standard.

- Bracey (2000)

- Madaus and Clarke (2001)

- Harris and Harrington (2006)
- McClure (2005)

Will the achievement gap be closed through equity
or equality?

Can equity be ensured by holding students to the
same standard?

What other gaps go unmeasured with graduation
tests?




Prepare for

E_mw stakes tests hold students to high standards, which

What is the relationship between skills on a

ECONOMIC

Postsecondary makes them more prepared for college. Since more graduation test and readiness for postsecondary
Education students are prepared, more will attend - education?
After students pass a graduation test, how are they
- Bishop and Mane (2001) encouraged to consider other postsecondary
‘ requirements?

Provide Students enter the workforce with skills that make them What is the relationship between skills on a
Workforce ready for work. graduation test and workforce readiness?
Readiness To what extent do employers understand if skills on

- Levin (2001) graduation exams relate to their needs?

- Bishop and Mane (2001)

- Kombhaber and Orfield (2001)
Access to Success on high stakes tests leads to higher academic Do today’s economy and job market require all
(creation of) achievement and increased college attendance, both of students to be college graduates?
High-Paying Jobs | which lead to larger incomes. Are there enough higher paying jobs to

accommodate for an increase in students attending

- Levin (2001) college?

- Bishop and Mane (2001)
Remain To stay competitive in global markets, workers need to be What is the role of schools and student achievement
Competitive with | more productive and more skilled. College education in keeping Arizona competitive?
the Global Market

allows students to be more innovative through higher
learning. _

- A Nation At Risk
- Levin (2001)
- Bracey (2000)

How have attempts to solve the “crisis” made
American more competitive?




