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	Continuity of Support Across Grade Levels:
	Fostering Success in 9th Grade

“…many ninth graders have a difficult time adjusting to the demands of high school, resulting in lower grades, more disciplinary problems, higher failure rates, and feelings that they don’t “fit in” to the high school community…disadvantaged students face even greater challenges as they make the transition to high school and may lack the motivation, interest, and support needed to become successfully integrated into the new school environment…academic failure during the transition to high school is directly linked to the probability of dropping out. Roderick (1993) reports that over 60% of students who eventually dropped out of high school failed at least 25% of their credits in the ninth grade, while only 8% of their peers who eventually graduated had similar difficulty.”  (p. 2-3)

Recommended Practices for 9th Grade Success

· “Student-centered instructional practices, such as cooperative learning or student-directed projects or activities, used an average of once a week or more
· Extended class periods
· Special curriculum or classes for 9th graders to help them learn the study skills and/or social skills needed to be successful in high school
· Homeroom or advisory groups for 9th graders which meets regularly throughout the school year
· Extra subject period, or Double Dose, of a core academic class
· Interdisciplinary teams of 9th grade teachers who share the same students
· Summer program for entering 9th graders for enrichment purposes
· School-within-a-school, academy, or other small learning community for 9th graders.” (p. 24)
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