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Staff & Director Quotes
Theme – Curriculum 
Examples Quoted from Site Staff & Directors
1. What ACADEMIC components contribute most to student success?
2. To what extent do you think the curriculum in use with your students contributes to successful student outcomes?
3. Overall, what components of your program would you say contribute most to student success?
4. What special skills or techniques does your staff use that produce successful outcomes for at-risk students?
When asked, “What ACADEMIC components contribute most to student success?” (This section also found under the theme Instructional Strategies)

Staff Quotes:

· “Cross-curricular methods for vocabulary, reading and writing.”  (Project C.O.R.E., Scottsdale Unified School District)

· “Differentiation and paying attention to learning styles is a huge benefit to all students but especially Navajo, ELL students.” (Page HS Dropout Prevention, Page Unified School District)

· “We utilize flexible teaching approaches, such as; experiential learning, cooperative learning, competency based learning, peer tutoring, team teaching and teaching to multiple intelligences.” (Buckeye Academy, Buckeye Union School District)

· “Reading is a huge area of concern and that we offer all of our students at least one hour a day doing Read 180. Some get even more. Reading and writing are the two areas that I believe are the backbone in improving our students’ performance. If we emphasize improved reading and writing, I believe Math, Science and Social Studies will “come along.” (Project C.O.R.E., Scottsdale Unified School District)

· “My students are interested (most) in the courses that will directly impact their lives! For the students who are parenting children, Health subjects interest them. Students who have jobs while continuing their education, like courses in Economics and Math, which help them learn how to distribute their earnings or invest in saving their money. Both male and female students like science, especially earth science. They all like to study about the earth, conservation, and animals, especially animals! It is too bad that we do not have online curriculum about cars, zoology, more home economics, just to name a few!” (YMCA, I-Learn Program)

·  “Grade-level and beyond assignments/units/projects. Current Events...knowledgeable teachers...best practices in teaching...coaching teachers...multiple intelligence teaching.” (Ponderosa High School, Coconino County Regional Accommodation District)

· “The Summer Bridge classes. The consistency of attending a program that provides remediation in reading, writing and math and receiving daily encouragement and positive reinforcement while being prepared for the rigors of high school is enormous. The caring staff and the fact that the students become familiar with the high school campus before high school actually begins speaks volumes for their transition.” (Marcos de Niza High School, Tempe Union High School District)

· “Our curriculum is written by a professional curriculum media team. Their mission is to make it interesting, exciting, hold the student's attention and follow the state curriculum standards.” (Primavera Work Force Connection Program)

· “Special projects that apply to other subject areas, such as the application of Language Arts and Math standards in Science projects, like the egg drop project, making a paper boat without sinking (geometric shapes determining whether or not the boat will sink); Comic Book writing, which taps their talents for drawing and draws in the reluctant readers; ArtsReach - addresses their creative expression in poetry.” (AIMS Intervention/Dropout Prevention After School Tutoring Program, Baboquivari Middle School, Indian Oasis Baboquivari)

· “Small group instruction and individualized instruction plans.” (Youth Empowerment project, Arizona Call-A-Teen Center of Excellence,)

·  “Classes that they like or do well in boost their confidence and prepare them for the other classes.” (I-learn, YMCA of America)

· “The writing projects help students grasp material that they have to learn for their required courses.” (I-Learn, YMCA of America) 

· “Reading and writing of things such as textbook, resumes, cover letters, reports, biographies, bell work, thank you letters, applications, evaluations, essays, assessments both paper and on computer.” (Jobs for Arizona Graduates)

· “Self-paced computer instruction for AIMS skill development and oral and written communication skills development all contribute to student success.” (MPS AIMS IDP PAY Program, Mesa Unified School District #4) 

· “As already mentioned, the computer lab for AIMS skill development, oral communication skills development, and written communication skills development have all contributed to student success. In addition, it is worth mentioning that enrollment in the school year following the program permits students the opportunity to benefit from instruction at the comprehensive junior high or high school.” (MPS AIMS I.D.P. PAY Program, Mesa Unified School District #4)   

· “Utilizing the Arizona State Standards has been most successful for us.” (MIMR Program/ Special Education, Agua Fria High School, Agua Fria Union High School District #216)

· “Study/test taking tips, time management techniques, and note taking process.” (Jobs for Arizona Graduates)

· “The curriculum that is provided to coordinators has worked well in connecting students to what is being taught and how it is being related to their own lives.” (Jobs for Arizona Graduates)  

· “Teachers who are gifted educators are able to adjust curriculum and include a variety of resources to aid the learning experience for each student. Nothing beats a good teacher with good classroom management.” (AIMS Intervention and Dropout Prevention Program, Millennium)

· “My algebra and Geometry classes. I have aligned my direct instruction to match the state standard. This, combined with the tutoring, summer program and enrichment materials work in a synergistic way to produce higher results.” (AIMS Supplementary Program, RCB Medical Arts HS)


When asked, “To what extent do you think the curriculum in use with your students contributes to successful student outcomes?”  Staff and directors responded as follows:

	 
	Staff
	Directors

	Excellent
	20.8%
	30.8%

	Good
	56.6%
	53.9%

	Average
	18.9%
	11.5%

	Poor 
	3.8%
	3.9%

	Very Poor
	0
	0


Staff Quotes:

·  "The curriculum that is embedded in the NovaNET program is curriculum that has been approved by the state of Arizona. The curriculum is aligned very closely with the state standards for each grade level. The additional elective courses that are created by the Teacher are also courses that are aligned with the Arizona state requirements."  (Coconino Career Center Independent Learning Center)

·  "We are emphasizing improved academic skills. Kids who read and write well are more successful in high school." (Project C.O.R.E., Scottsdale Unified School District)

· "The curriculum at my schools covers a variety of areas. The combination of these strategies helps students to be successful. There is no 'one size fits all' curriculum. We have a large ELL population so our teachers have a wide range of skills in each of their classes." (NAU Arizona GEAR UP)

· "While the curriculum is certainly a central focus of our program, the leadership skills, conflict resolution skills, workplace skills, service learning, and positive social skills components are also effective with our at-risk students. Thus, the various personal/social components of our program work hand-in-hand with the academic curriculum." (MPS AIMS I.D.P. PAY Program, Mesa Unified School District #4)

· "Our curriculum is rigorous, and focused on real-world applications." (Ponderosa High School, Coconino County Regional Accommodation School District)

·  "The Summer Bridge Program will incorporate a reading, writing, and math skill based program using curriculum mapping that bridges the curricular gaps between 8th grade and high school. This program will also incorporate pre/post testing and be aligned with the 8th and 9th grade Arizona State Standards." (Marcos de Niza High School, Tempe Union High School District)

·  "Everything I do is life-based so it makes sense to them and they know they will need this information for their future. This provides a greater buy in, it is also interest based and I provide a lot of student choice so they have more investment in it." (Jobs for Arizona Graduates)

· "The AIMS skill building in reading, writing, and math is the central focus of our program. However, the leadership skill building, workplace skill building, service learning projects, and positive social skills all contribute to student success." (PAY Program, Mesa Unified School District #4)

· "There is always room for improvement! More creative classes that perk the interests of the students are needed. For elective classes, some of my students would like to see on-line curriculum with regards to driving and drivers education! Zoology courses interest them, too! Some students even suggest oceanography or places around the world with virtual tours online. Poverty students need more exposure to things outside their community; they lack the resources that middle class and affluent have to visit places around the world or even to see what other cultures are like in neighboring countries." (I-Learn Program, YMCA of America)

Director Quotes:

·  "We expect students to take rigorous coursework instead of just basic high school requirements. Students will rise to the occasion. We believe students need to be hands on, because of the "boredom factor". We have changed remediation coursework from "study packets to classroom instruction to give the students an opportunity to interact with their teachers. Students lack "self discipline" and need a motivational factor." (Kingman Unified School District)
·  "Students enjoy career classes. They enjoy interactive interface and interactive media. The career classes have comparatively higher completion and graduation rates. Most of the students who start the classes actually complete them successfully." (Primavera Online High School, Primavera Workforce Connections Program)
·  “We are always trying to increase rigor and keep kids in school. It's a fine line.” (Sierra Vista Unified School District) 

·  "The lessons and assignments utilized by the Program Coordinators in the delivery of the JAG curriculum are not that different from the lessons and assignments found in any core or elective class across Arizona. Assignments vary from filling out applications online and on paper, to researching a topic and writing a research paper or crafting a 5-paragraph essay based on a self assessment derived from one of the competencies. Students may be asked to create questions, schedule an interview, summarize and present their findings to the class of an individual currently working in a career they are considering. Additionally, the JAG curriculum incorporates a reading recall, analysis, and mathematical one-day assignment within the competency module (85 reading and mathematical lessons). The JAG curriculum, developed over 20 years in close conjunction with business leaders and teachers working with the students most likely to dropout, adds personal relevance for students from self-discovery to job survival to how to excel in the workplace."  (Jobs for Arizona's Graduates)
·  "The curriculum has been time-tested and students are being successful in earning credits towards graduation. As with any plan, the curriculum can be the best but if the student does not perform the outcomes will not be successful. Curriculum we offer is geared towards the needs of that particular student. Students with low reading levels would be directed towards Sundown and Passkey Learning. Students with average reading levels would be directed towards correspondence courses and in some cases distance learning. Some students work better with teacher-directed classes; so, we offer a variety of curriculum presented in different formats to meet the needs of each student." (OnTrack, Mesa Unified School District)
When asked, "Overall, what components of your program would you say contribute most to student success?"
Director Quotes:

·  "A curriculum that is articulated, aligned, and continuously monitored is a component that contributes to student success."  (The Buckeye Academy, Buckeye Union School District)


When asked, “What special skills or techniques does your staff use that produce successful outcomes for at-risk students?”

Director Quotes:
·  “First of all, our success is due to the attitude of our instructors. They find joy in helping students achieve academic success. In addition, we have some academic tools that we believe help students. Passkey Learning and ALEKS offer students to work at their readiness level. Passkey offers online courses in math, reading, writing, social studies and science that have reading levels from 1.5 to college entry. Students take a pre-test. If they pass with 80% proficiency then they move on to the next lesson. If the score below 80% then the program takes them through a tutorial and guided practice and then a retest. At Level I, the lessons have audio for students whose first language is not English. ALEKS is an online math program that offers lessons from basic math to Algebra I. ALEKS offers the instruction in Spanish and English and students may toggle to read instructions in their first language to help them understand the process. ALEKS and Passkey are 24/7 courses. One of the many outstanding features is the number of examples that are given to help students understand the concepts. Also, at Sundown courses are offered for credit in English, Social Studies, and a selection of electives. Students work at their on pace to complete their courses. Correspondence course are offered in Social Studies, Language Arts, Physical Education, Personal Development. Students meet with certified instructors for help and to take test. Certified tutors work with students during the regular class to help them understand concepts and practice. There is a special bond that develops with these students as the OnTrack teacher celebrates with each educational success!” (OnTrack, Mesa Unified School District)
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