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Staff & Director Quotes
Theme – Resources 
Examples Quoted from Site Staff & Directors
1. What specific academic RESOURCES offered by your program (e.g. library, computer labs, internet access, teacher aides, CD ROM materials, etc.) have the greatest impact on student success?
2. To what extent do the equipment and facilities available to the students contribute to successful student outcomes?
When asked, “What specific academic RESOURCES offered by your program (e.g. library, computer labs, internet access, teacher aides, CD ROM materials, etc.) have the greatest impact on student success?”

Staff Quotes:
·  “Our computer labs for credit recapture and the 14 computers in Alt. Ed. allow for a lot of success and individual progress. Math students can access math tutorials on computers.” (Page HS Dropout Prevention)

· “Extra help time after school four days a week. Teachers will help students at lunch. Students have access to computer labs, internet access, teachers and instructional assistants.” (Project CORE)  

· “The academic resources that have the most impact on the students in the ILC program are the 10 computers (with NovaNET program and internet access), library (dictionary/thesaurus, fiction and non-fiction books), and the classroom Teacher.” (Coconino Career Center Independent Learning Center)

· “Due to the financial situations with many of our students, computer and Internet access is a very important resource for our students. Truth be told, students need to know how to use a computer and the Internet to be successful in high school and college.” (Arizona GEAR UP)

· “Internet access. Our kids often are lower SES, and haven't the ability to have consistent computer access at wherever they stay...We know this. We use our laptops daily - and teach the kids how to search, evaluate and use information. And they take great pride in showing stuff they find to us.” (Ponderosa High School)

· “The access to computer labs has the greatest impact on the students because they are learning to use the technology that they will be using throughout their lives. I believe that teacher aids or additional support staff would be the most beneficial and would impact the program significantly since people relate best to people! It is vital to have the human component and develop substantial relationships!” (Drop Out Prevention Program, Marcos de Niza High School)

· “Having the school vans available to conduct the "attendance round up" so that students are present to participate in activities is the most beneficial. The technology lab for tech classes and workplace skills are a great help too.” (School to Career Transition Program, Arizona Charter Academy)

· “Our small collection of literature allows us to provide our students with the tools that will allow them to become more critical thinkers.” (Youth Empowerment Project, Center of Excellence)

· “All tutors are given AIMS test study guides to work with students in those specific areas. They also have materials to help students with certain classes they need help with. Tutoring takes place in the school library where they have access to computers if needed.” (Big Brothers Big Sisters of Flagstaff AIM HIGH Program)

· “The self-paced, skill-building sessions on the computer in reading, writing, and math, the leadership training, the workplace skills training, and the monetary compensations have all contributed to student success.” (MPS AIMS IDP PAY Program)

· “A balance of all these resources contributes to student success. Currently, our society has progressed to technology. Computer knowledge is more than important in the work force; it is essential for career opportunities.” (JAG)

· “The Career Association is the tool that has the greatest impact on the students. They have someone else counting on them and that impacts them.” (Jobs for Arizona's Graduates)

· “Caring, committed, and gifted teachers remain our most valuable resources for student success.” (AIMS Intervention and Dropout Prevention Program, Millennium)

· “Students have access to the library, computer instruction, the internet, and NovaNet along with textbooks. The greatest impact comes from using the "Buckle Down" series of workbooks and redirection and assistant from the teacher and the teacher's aide.” (Compadre Satellite Alternative School)


Directors were asked “To what extent do the equipment and facilities available to the students contribute to successful student outcomes?”  They had to rate their response as Excellent, Good, Average, Poor, or Very Poor.  They were then asked to explain their response:

Director Quotes:
·  “The facility is old but well-equipped with ample computers and areas supportive of differentiated instruction.” (The Buckeye Academy)

· “All students are assigned to their own computer. Each computer has been equipped with the NovaNET software and has Internet connection. This allows the students to work on their own, at their own pace, with the capability of referencing the Internet for assignments.” (Coconino Career Center Independent Learning Center) 

·  “The students are provided with excellent facilities and up-to-date technology. When a student is in an environment which is conducive to learning, research has shown they are more likely to be successful than the student who has substandard surroundings and equipment.” (Agua Fria Union High School District #216)
·  “The Credit Recovery Lab, at this time, has 13 student computers available with a share printer and internet services. The Lab also has a copier, tables that seat four, and is self-contained. Along with the equipment, we have teachers, and assistants available. The Lab is in the front of the school, and Full-time Credit Recovery students have easy accessibility. Staffing, along with the equipment and the arrangement of the facility has contributed a great deal to the success of this program.” (High School Credit Recovery)
·  “CoE is a small school that continues to seek ways to provide quality equipment for the students' use. The facilities have been designed to be comfortable, clean, and well-furnished, with the belief that our youth do not need to be in less than adequate facilities just because we are a social service agency. We believe this translates to the youth as respect for them.” (Youth Excel Project-YEP)

·  “Some students have praised our adoption of PLATO this year as helpful in Math. We are grateful that the school donates the facilities because we would not have a place centrally located for all students otherwise.” (Indian Oasis Baboquivari Unified)
·  “The extent to which the equipment and facilities available to GEAR UP students contributes to successful student outcomes is presently not known. However, year-two planning, currently underway, may be useful in assessing this in subsequent years.” (Arizona GEAR UP)
Return to Key Themes Page
ADE, AIMS Intervention and Dropout Prevention Program Toolkit – July 2007

3

